into battle
South Africa, Canada and Australia. The case of Ireland is not
comparable with the Dominions. Southern Ireland is not a
Dominion; it has never accepted that position. It is a State
based upon a Treaty, which Treaty has been completely demolished.
Southern Ireland, therefore, becomes a State which is an undefined
and unclassified anomaly. No one knows what its juridical and
international rights and status are. The Dominions are far away.
We could guarantee their immunity from attack with our Fleet.
The Dominions are loyal. Great as would be their loss, still I
cannot feel that it would necessarily be fatal to us if, during the
course of a war, there was a declaration of neutrality by one or
other of the Dominions. But here the danger is at our very door.
Without the use of these Treaty ports, even if their use were also
withheld from an enemy, we should find the greatest difficulty in
conducting our supply.
I wish it were possible, even at this stage, to postpone the passage
of the Bill—I put it to the Prime Minister, if I may, even at this
stage—until some further arrangementa could be made about the
Treaty ports, or some more general arrangement could be made
about common action and Defence.   Would it not be far better
to give up the .£10,000,000, and acquire the legal right, be it only
on a lease granted by treaty, to use these harbours when necessary f
Surely, there should be some right retained*   The garrisons, of
course, are at present only small ones, little more than care and
maintenance parties.   It would be a serious step for a Dublin
Government to attack these forts while they are in our possession
and while we have the right to occupy them.   It would be an easy
Step for a Dublin Government to deny their use to us once we have
^>ne.    The cannon are there, the mines will be there.   But more
-iruportant for this purpose, the juridical right will be there*   We are
going away, we are giving up these ports, and giving to this other
Government the right as well as the power to forbid our re-entry,
You had the rights.  You have ceded them,  You hope in their place
-to have good will, strong enough to endure tribulation for your sake*
Suppose you have it not.   It will be no use saying, " Then we will
retake the ports."   You will have no right to do so.   To violate
Irish neutrality should it be declared at the moment of a great
war may put you out of court in the opinion of the world, and
may vitiate^the cause by which you may be involved in war,   If
ever we h^v< to-fight again, we shall be fighting in the ti*me of
Jaw, of respect for the rights of small countries—Belgium, for
instance—and upon the basis and within the ambit of the Covenant
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of the League of Nations.

